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19 June 196L

SUBJECT: SNIE 294:3-6ks {THE: CYPRUS DISPUTE

THE PROBLEM

To exa,mine poss:.ble lines of settlement of the Cyprus dispute, and

their 1mplica.tions for the parties involved.

CONCLUSIONS

A. The presént drift toward a de f'a.c'tlc ,Gr,eek. C‘ypri'o;b. sta.tg _ca,.nnot go
much further without provoking & more seribus military confrontatién wii:h
the Turki éh Cypriots, An independent C:yprus has come to pose the dangers
of provoking an invasion by Turkey to% prevent the isgland from falling
wholly under. Greek Cypriot sway or of becoming heavily Communist- influenced,

and these consideratmns are becoming of 1ncreasmg concern to the Western

countries most intimatgly involved,

B. Any early set'b‘lvement'vfbased_ on the hope of cooperation between

Grgé’ék and Turkish Cypriots is virtuslly precluded by their mutusl hostility.

GROUP 1
Excluded from automatic
S-E-C-R-E-T  downgrading and '
: declassification

Declassified and Approved For Release 2014/04/21 : CIA-RDP79R01012A025700040004-1



Declassified and Approved For Release 2014/04/21 : CIA-RDP79R01012A025700040004-1
S-E-C-R-E-T

Two remalning posmbilitles are enosis (union with Greece) and double enosis
(diVZLSlOn. of the island between Greece and Turkey). M}o_st‘ Greek Cypriots_ )
favor the former, but all would be strongj.y opposed to the v_laﬁ'iber.. Whatever
Mekarios' prix:ra.te view, }he would find it diffi_cuit openly to bppose_enosis.
E:Lthcr enosis or double _enoéié woﬁld Me continuance of UK bases and ﬁs |
facilities likely. Both solufions would be opposed by the USSR and the

UAR, which dislike the maintenance of Western pov‘w-er4po.sitions in the

Levant.

C. To f‘orcé a settlement and to make it work would requir_e the
support of Athens, which strongly favors enosis, and of Ankara, which
advocates the double enosis solution. It is possible that both govern-;
ments could accept a combinstion of the t,wo approaches: i.e., a Cyprus
united to Greeée s but coata,jl.ning an area n’mder some gort of Turkish
administration. But it would be a tricky business, since both governments
have limited freedom of maneuver: Ankara because of military and political
pressures on Inonu's minority government, Athens becaﬁse 'for domestic

pqlitié'e.l reasons Papandféou is reluctant to exercise leadership.

D. An agreed settlement is most unlikely without considerable US pres-
sure, which would result at least fo’f & time in damage‘ to US felations with
Greece, or Turkey, or both. Failing a settlement, we believe that Turkey
'wou.ld be moved to intervene to protect the Turkish cormunity. In this case,
Greece would be prepared to send additional forces to Cyprus, perhaps waiting
,long enough to establish Turkey as the aggressor. In the ytens:.on and con-
fusion, armed clashes would ‘be.llkely,' but both sidés would be reluctant to
expand hostilities.
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